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in the streets of England. The monarchy is held in
far greater esteem and respect by Englishmen in
England than the Governor-Generalship is held by
Indians in India. The English institution is dear to
England because it has sprung up from within the
people. It is part of them, and English monarchs
of recent years have justified the confidence the
people have placed in them. It exists by the
continued goodwill of the people and when they
forfeit that, the only way out is by abdication. We
have seen that happen.
So the monarchy in England remains something
living, tangible, something which democratic rulers
have made human. Naturally English people feel
the call of that sovereignty. The crowds that
rallied round Buckingham Palace on the fateful
night of August the fourth, 1914, when it was
announced that England had plunged into the
vortex of the European conflict, was representative
of the feelings of English people at that time. Call
it nationalism, call it patriotism, call it love for King
and Country. The main thing was that something
electric, something stimulating, something noble
and uplifting, passed like a current through the
English people. They felt it. And the only person
through whom they could express it was their King.
He was the living symbol of their patriotism and
their love for their country.
But with us in India it is a different tale.    For all